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NCAA Division II Membership Guiding Principles 
 
Below is a list of guiding principles as it relates to strategic membership growth, the role of the 
NCAA Division II Membership Committee and the purpose of the membership process: 

 
1. Division II is committed to strategic manageable growth. 

 
2. The division will continue to be selective in its decisions related to membership. 

 
3. Division II should aim to be seen as a destination division. 

 
4. The membership process will account for membership growth (both new institutions and 

new conferences), while also aiming to maintain active member benefits, including: the 
NCAA Division II revenue distribution (formerly known as the NCAA Division II 
enhancement fund); the NCAA Division II conference strategic priorities fund (formerly 
known as the conference grant program); and championships access ratios. 
 

5. The Membership Committee is the gatekeeper for the division as it relates to membership 
and strategic growth. 
 

6. The requirements associated with the membership process and the expectations of 
institutions applying for membership will support the philosophy of the division. 

 
7. The Membership Committee will only accept institutions and conferences into the 

membership process that are ready to begin the process and use the process to guide them 
to be ready for active Division II membership. 

 
8. To ensure success as an active Division II member, institutions in the membership process 

will have requirements that may not be an active member requirement to ensure that the 
quality of the division is maintained and to encourage institutions going through the 
membership process to raise the level in the division. 

 
9. The conference offices shall be involved and engaged with institutions that are in the 

membership process. This involvement should be focused on assisting, mentoring, and 
educating the institution that the conference is sponsoring. 


