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Inside the NCAA’s Regulatory Departments:

When a student-athlete is found to violate an NCAA rule, the violation is resolved by the NCAA 
student-athlete reinstatement and enforcement staffs. The student-athlete’s school reaches 
out to the NCAA to request reinstatement, which includes a submission of facts by the school. 
The NCAA reinstatement team then reviews the facts and applies membership committee-
developed guidelines and precedent to determine whether a student-athlete should be withheld 
from competition or have other reinstatement conditions. The process is below:
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Sometimes, an interpretation of a rule is needed 
to determine whether a violation occurred. AMA 

staff review those questions and provide an 
interpretation to either support a violation 

 or determine no violation occurred. 

A school can appeal an 
interpretation to the Legislative 

Relief Interpretations 
Committee, which either 

upholds the staff decision or 
reverses the interpretation.

SAR staff reviews the request and 
determines appropriate conditions 
or repayment based on guidelines 
established by the membership. 

School may appeal the staff decision to the 
Committee on SAR, which is made up 
of individuals from the membership.
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staff decision to 
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Committee upholds staff 
interpretation of violation.
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School may seek reinstatement 
of student-athlete.


