
DIVISION I REVENUE DISTRIBUTIONS



HISTORY OF DI REVENUE DISTRIBUTIONS
1990 – NCAA Executive Committee formalized the Division I 
Revenue Distribution.  First distributions in 1991.

Basketball Fund

Grants-in-Aid

Sports Sponsorship

1996 - Division I Revenue Distributions calculations are codified 
under legislation.

Others over time: 

Academic Enhancement 

Conference Grants 

Special Assistance Fund / S-A Opportunity Fund

Student Support Fund

2016 – Values-Based Revenue Distribution Working Group 
(VBRGWG) reviewed principles and calculation methodologies.



KEY POINTS FROM THE VBRDWG

Recognized revenue distribution at that time was values based;

Recognized the history of the distribution and the conference 
funding model, that in some cases relies on NCAA funds as a major 
source of operational revenue; 

Any changes to the distribution model would be measured, 
announced, staged, transparent, transitioned thoughtfully from 
existing distribution;

Changes to the distribution, if any, should help simplify the 
distribution; be transparent; include objective (not subjective) 
criteria; and reflect the Association’s values; and 

Acknowledgement that current revenue distribution provided 
revenue for academic uses, but allocated no money based on 
academic measures.



DISTRIBUTIONS TODAY

Basketball Performance Fund.

Equal Conference Fund.

Grants-in-Aid.

Sports Sponsorship.

Academic Performance Fund.

Academic Enhancement.

SAF/SAOF. 

Conference Grants.



2020-21 Revenue Distribution $613.7 Million

NIT Basketball
$500,000 

0%
Conference Grants

$9,985,954 
2%

Special Assistance Fund
$18,854,480 

3%

Academic Performance 
Fund

$21,263,180 
3%

Academic 
Enhancement 

Fund
$49,321,924 

8%

Equal Conference
Basketball

$53,099,714 
9%

Student-Athlete
Opportunity Fund

$68,775,004 …

Sports Sponsorship
$75,274,550 

12%

Grants-in-Aid
$147,238,537 

24%

Division I Basketball
$169,413,372 

28%



PRIMER –GENERAL ASPECTS

* Or conference, if supported by conference by-laws.



PRIMER –BASKETBALL PERFORMANCE 

• Based on performance in the DI men’s basketball tournament.

• One unit earned for each appearance over a rolling 6-year period. 
o No units awarded for championship game or the first AQ game.

• Units are retained by the conf. in which they were earned.



PRIMER – EQUAL CONFERENCE 

• One unit per conference with an automatic qualifier.
• Independent institutions are not eligible.



PRIMER –ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE  

• Institution must meet one of the three criteria:  
APR, GSR, or FGR.



PRIMER –ACADEMIC ENHANCEMENT 

• Equally disbursed among active Division I members.
• Intended for enhancement of academic support programs 

for Division I student-athletes. 



PRIMER – SPECIAL ASSISTANCE FUND 

• Intended to provide direct benefits to all student-athletes 
or their families in meeting the financial needs that arise 
from participation in intercollegiate athletics.



PRIMER – S-A OPPORTUNITY FUND 

• Intended to provide direct benefits to all student-athletes 
or their families in meeting the financial needs that arise 
from participation in intercollegiate athletics.



PRIMER – CONFERENCE GRANT 

• Disbursed to conferences to maintain, enhance and 
implement programs and services in officiating, compliance, 
enforcement, gambling education, and professional 
development of women and minorities. 



PRIMER – SPORT SPONSORSHIP 

• Institutions receive a unit for each sport sponsored, starting with 
the 14th and only those for which the NCAA sponsors a 
championship (plus FBS football) and emerging sports for women.



PRIMER –GRANTS-IN-AID 

• Based on the number of athletic full-time equivalencies 
awarded by each institution, with an escalating multiplier that 
favors schools that provide more athletic grants.
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