
 

REPORT OF THE 
NCAA DIVISION I FOOTBALL BOWL SUBDIVISION OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

FEBRUARY 24-25, 2026, MEETING 
 
ACTION ITEMS. 
 
1. Legislative Action. 

 
• Notification of Transfer – Football – Penalties – Accepting Transfer Student-

Athletes Who Did Not Provide Notice During the Notification of Transfer 
Window.  

 
(1) Action. The NCAA Division I Football Subdivision Oversight Committee 

introduced legislation into the June 2026 Division I pilot legislative process, 
and requested the Division I Cabinet to adopt as emergency legislation, to 
address instances where an institution accepts a transfer student-athlete 
that did not provide written notification of transfer and was not active in 
the NCAA Transfer Portal. 
 
If approved, an institution who permits a transfer student-athlete who did 
not provide written notification of transfer during a notification of transfer 
period at the previous institution to participate in any athletically related 
activity will be subject to the following:  

 
(a) The head coach will be prohibited from all football (recruiting and 

on-field coaching) and administrative duties through six contests 
beginning immediately after the student-athlete's participation in 
athletically related activities; 

 
(b) The institution will be fined 20-percent of the institution’s football 

budget; and, 
 
(c) The institution must reduce the number of football roster spots by 

five for the next season, regardless of the head coach’s employment 
status at the institution.  
 

(2) Effective date. Immediate, for participation occurring on or after February 
25, 2026, pending Division I Cabinet review no later than its April 14-15 
meeting. 

 
(3) Rationale. This proposal addresses actions taken to circumvent football’s 

written notification of transfer period. Institutional staff members and 
football programs who allow transfer student-athletes to participate despite 
those student-athletes not providing written notification of transfer to their 
previous institution undermine the integrity of the transfer rules and the 
transparency provided by the NCAA Transfer Portal.  

 
(4) Estimated budget impact. None. Only institutions that do not comply with 

the legislation will incur a financial penalty. 
 
(5) Student-athlete impact. None. 
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2. Nonlegislative Action. 
 

• None. 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS.  

 
1. Legislative Items. 
 

• Limit on the Maximum Number of Institutional Official Visits – Bowl 
Subdivision Football. 

 
(1) Action. The NCAA Division I Football Bowl Subdivision Oversight 

Committee adopted legislation to eliminate the institutional limit on the 
number of official visits permitted in FBS.  

 
(2) Effective date. Immediate, pending Division I Cabinet review during its  

April 14-15 meeting. 
 

(3) Rationale. The legislation that governs official visits for prospective  
student-athletes in football should align with the legislation applicable to 
all other sports. 

 
(4) Estimated budget impact. Potential increased costs for institutions that 

choose to provide more official visits.  
 
(5) Student-athlete impact. Potential increased time demands associated with 

student host duties if more official visits are conducted.  
 
2. Nonlegislative items. 
 

a. FBS Calendar Subgroup update. Josh Brooks, chair of the FBS Calendar 
Subgroup, provided an update on the subgroup’s February 24 in-person meeting. 
The subgroup discussed an initial concept that would establish a standardized 14-
week regular season and permit institutions to engage in out-of-season practice 
activities (i.e., spring practice) over seven weeks during the spring and summer. 
The concept is subject to further refinement as the subgroup’s work progresses. 
Further, the subgroup agreed not to propose any legislation that would change the 
2026 football season. Any proposed legislative changes would be effective January 
1, 2027.  

 
b. Review of the Designation and Number of Off-Campus Recruiters. The FBSOC 

discussed the current application of the limit on the number of off-campus 
recruiters legislation and whether more flexibility is appropriate. A potential 
blanket waiver of the legislation for the 2026 spring contact period will be discussed 
by the committee during the March 19 videoconference.  
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The committee referred a review of the limit on the number of off-campus recruiters 
legislation to the FBS Calendar Subgroup to discuss a legislative concepts for 2027 
and further evaluation of its impact on the FBS calendar.  

 
c. Notification of Transfer Period- Multiple Matriculations. The committee 

discussed  matriculations occurring during the January notification of transfer 
period and the impact of student-athletes, who are active in the NCAA Transfer 
Portal, matriculating to multiple institutions during the same notification of transfer 
period. The committee referred a concept to the FBS Calendar Subgroup that would 
limit matriculation and signing of financial aid and revenue share agreements by a 
transfer student-athlete to one per institution per notification of transfer period.  

 
d. Number of Official Visits – Institutional Limit of One Official Visit Per 

Prospective Student-Athlete. The committee agreed to review the application of 
the legislation allowing each institution one official visit per prospective student-
athlete before high school graduation and its application in the current football 
recruiting landscape during the March 19 videoconference. 

 
e. Criteria for Determining Season of Competition – Exception Football. The 

FBSOC discussed the current season of competition legislation and the exception in 
football. The committee did not propose any changes to the exception. 

 
f. Deserving team definition discussion. The FBSOC discussed potential changes to 

the deserving team legislation, including the definition of a deserving team and the 
application of the insufficient number of eligible institutions exception. Committee 
members agreed to solicit feedback from their conferences and the Division I 
Football Student-Athlete Engagement Group was charged with providing feedback. 
The committee will discuss the feedback during the March 19 videoconference. 

 
g. Notification of Transfer Period data review. The FBSOC reviewed data related to 

midyear transfers and the notification of transfer period. The committee also 
received an update on the enforcement staff’s work related to FBS football. 

 
h. Office of Legal Affairs update. The committee received an update from the NCAA 

Office of Legal Affairs. 
 
i. College Football Playoff update. The FBSOC received an update from Justin 

Fuente, Senior Advisor for the College Football Playoff, on CFP Championship 
outcomes and viewership. 

 
j. Approval of the NCAA Division I Football Bowl Subdivision Oversight 

Committee January 22 report. The committee approved the January 22 FBSOC 
report. 
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k. Future meetings. 
 

(1) 11:30 to 1:30 p.m. Eastern time, March 19, 2026; videoconference. 
 
(2) 11:30 to 1:30 p.m. Eastern time, April 16, 2026; videoconference. 
 

Committee Chair:  Mark Alnutt, University of Buffalo, the State University of New York. 
Staff Liaisons:  Geoff Bentzel, NCAA Division I Governance and Membership Services. 

Jenn Fraser, NCAA Division I Governance and Membership Services. 
Ty Halpin, NCAA Championships and Alliances. 
Kris Richardson, NCAA Division I Governance and Membership Services. 
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