
 

 

REPORT OF THE 
NCAA DIVISION I CABINET  

OCTOBER 7-8, 2025, MEETING 
 
KEY ITEMS. 
 
1. Legislative Actions. The NCAA Division I Cabinet took the following key legislative actions, 

effective on the dates specified. Voting results are available in the Attachment. 
 

a. NCAA Division I Proposal No. 2025-28 – Football Notification of Transfer 
Window and FBS Recruiting Calendar. The cabinet adopted Proposal No. 2025-
28, as emergency legislation, in football, to modify the winter notification of 
transfer window to 15 consecutive days from January 2 through January 16 and 
modify the head coach departure exception. In addition, in bowl subdivision 
football, the proposal specifies that December 1-31 shall be a dead period. The 
proposal is effective immediately. Specifically, a student-athlete may initiate 
notification of transfer for a 15 consecutive-day period beginning five calendar days 
following the hire or public announcement of a new head football coach that occurs 
after January 2. If, following a head coach departure that occurs on or after January 
2, a new head coach is not hired or announced within 30 calendar days after the 
departure of the head coach, the 15 consecutive-day window begins on the 31st 
day. Further, the 15 consecutive-day period may not extend beyond June 30. 
 

b. Proposal No. 2025-29 – Written Offer of Aid or Settlement Related Benefits – 
All Sports – Offer Before Signing Date – Football. The cabinet adopted Proposal 
No. 2025-29, which, in all sports, extends the recruiting implications tied to signing 
an athletics aid agreement to the signing of a settlement related benefits agreement. 
In basketball and football, the proposal specifies that a high school, preparatory 
school or two-year college prospective student-athlete who signs either an athletics 
aid agreement or a settlement related benefits agreement, but not both, during the 
applicable early signing period may sign an athletics aid agreement or a settlement 
related benefits agreement with the same institution at any time after the 
conclusion of the applicable sport’s early signing period. In football, the proposal 
specifies that an institution may not provide either a written offer of athletics aid 
or a settlement related benefits agreement until November 15 of the prospective 
student-athlete’s senior year in high school. The proposal is effective immediately. 
 

c. Proposal No. 2025-20 Ethical Conduct – Sports Wagering Activities – 
Elimination of Prohibition on Professional Sports. The cabinet adopted Proposal 
No. 2025-20, which deregulates the prohibition on wagering on professional sports. 
Before adopting the proposal, the cabinet amended the effective date to apply to 
sports wagering activities that occur on or after November 1, 2025. Because the 
sports wagering legislation is common (see NCAA Bylaw 9.02.1.3), this proposal is 
not final until it is also adopted by Division II and Division III.  

 
[Note: The proposal was adopted by Division II and Division III during their October 
meetings. In addition, during its October 28 meeting, the NCAA Division I Board of 
Directors amended the effective date of the proposal to November 22, 2025. 
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Because the proposal was adopted by less than a 75% majority of cabinet members 
present and voting, it is subject to a 30-day Division I rescission period, which ends 
at 5 p.m. Eastern time, November 21, 2025.] 
 

d. Introduction of Proposal to Modify Legislation on Use of Commercial 
Trademarks or Logos on Equipment, Uniforms and Apparel. The cabinet 
introduced a proposal into the January 2026 legislative cycle to modify the use of 
commercial trademarks or logos on student-athletes’ uniforms, apparel and 
equipment for all non-NCAA championship competition including pregame and 
postgame activities, as follows: 

 
(1) Additional Commercial or Nonprofit Trademarks or Logos. The proposal 

would permit a student-athlete to use athletics equipment and wear a 
uniform and apparel that includes additional commercial or nonprofit 
trademarks or logos in non-NCAA championships competition and pregame 
and postgame activities (e.g., celebrations on the court, pregame or 
postgame press conferences) pursuant to the following conditions: 

 
(a)  Uniforms and Apparel. Up to two additional trademarks or logos 

that appear on the entirety of a student-athlete’s uniform and 
apparel used during competition and the entirety of apparel used by 
a student-athlete in pregame and postgame activities.  

 
(b)  Equipment. One additional trademark or logo that appears on one 

piece of equipment (e.g., shoes, helmet, bat, baseball glove, batting 
or golf glove, hockey or lacrosse stick, goggles, skis) used by a 
student-athlete. 

 
(2) Placement of Additional Trademarks or Logos. The placement of the 

permissible additional trademarks or logos would be subject to restrictions 
set forth in the playing rules for the applicable sport as determined by the 
applicable rules subcommittee or sport committee. Additionally, logos and 
trademarks would be placed in a consistent manner on the on the 
equipment, uniform and apparel and used by each student-athlete on a 
team. Uniform numbers must be clearly visible consistent with applicable 
playing rules. 

 
(3) Size of Trademarks or Logos. Each trademark or logo would not exceed four 

square inches in area (rectangle, square, parallelogram) including any 
additional material (e.g., patch) surrounding the trademarks or logos. The 
student-athlete’s institution’s official uniform and all other items of apparel 
and equipment would not bear a design element similar to the 
manufacturer’s trademark or logo that is in addition to another 
trademark/logo that is contrary to the size restriction. 
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(4) Conference Logos. A student-athlete’s equipment, uniform and apparel may 
include a conference logo or logos. 

 
Rationale. The landscape of collegiate athletics has undergone a profound 
transformation in recent years, driven largely by the opportunities for student-
athletes to benefit from their name, image and likeness. This shift has opened the 
door to new commercial opportunities for student-athletes and institutions alike. 
Updating these rules would not only reflect the evolving nature of intercollegiate 
athletics but also provide tangible benefits to athletics programs, student-athletes 
and the institutions they represent. This proposal applies appropriate limitations on 
the number and placement of commercial trademarks or logos, striking a balance 
between tradition and innovation, offering financial and developmental benefits 
while maintaining the core values of collegiate athletics. 

 
Effective date. August 1, 2026. 

 
2. Discussion on NCAA Eligibility Legislation. The cabinet discussed the current landscape 

related to athletics eligibility standards and agreed to develop a statement regarding the 
status of the legislation that governs a student-athlete’s period of eligibility. On October 
22, the following statement was issued: 

 
During its October meeting, the Division I Cabinet determined that, for the remainder of 
the current academic year and for the rosters competing during the 2026-27 academic year, 
it will maintain existing eligibility rules as they pertain to student-athletes competing in no 
more than four seasons of athletics competition in a particular sport over a consecutive 
five-year period. The cabinet is studying these policies, along with several related eligibility 
rules, and will later consider what changes, if any, to implement for future academic years. 
When challenged, the current rules have been upheld by the overwhelming majority of 
courts. The cabinet understands, however, that the situation for student-athletes, coaches 
and administrators remains untenable, with rules changing seemingly on a moment’s notice 
because of any single court’s temporary ruling. Congress continues to be the best forum to 
protect these eligibility rules and other academic standards, while providing clarity for 
current and future student-athletes. As these situations demonstrate, we need bipartisan 
legislation that empowers college sports to set these basic rules that support academics as 
a foundational purpose of collegiate athletics. 

 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS.  

 
1. Referrals Related to the Use of Commercial Trademarks or Logos on Uniforms, 

Apparel and Equipment. In conjunction with the introduction of a proposal to modify the 
use of commercial trademarks or logos on student-athletes’ uniforms, apparel and 
equipment for all non-NCAA championship competition including pregame and postgame 
activities, the cabinet charged the Division I Sport Oversight Committees’ Playing Rules 
Subcommittees and National Collegiate Championship sports committees with reviewing 
the following items and provide initial feedback for the cabinet’s December 1 meeting: 
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a. Placement of commercial and nonprofit logos on student-athletes’ uniforms, 
apparel and equipment for non-NCAA championship competition including 
pregame and postgame activities; 
 

b. Use of commercial and nonprofit logos on playing surfaces for all non-NCAA 
championship competition; and 

 
c. Use of commercial and nonprofit logos on officials’ uniforms during non-NCAA 

championship competition. 
 

In addition, the cabinet charged NCAA staff with reviewing NCAA championships 
administration policies and sponsorship contracts regarding the use of commercial and 
nonprofit logos during NCAA championships competition. 

 
2. Discussion on Notification of Transfer Windows. The cabinet received initial feedback 

from the NCAA Division I Men’s and Women’s Basketball Oversight Committees regarding 
their review of the notification of transfer windows and discussed the strategic approach 
to managing potential changes to the notification of transfer windows in all sports. The 
cabinet acknowledged the importance of minimizing disruptions to a student-athlete’s 
academic responsibilities (e.g., final examinations) and NCAA championship experience. 
The cabinet will continue to monitor and provide guidance as sport oversight committees 
consider changes to notification of transfer windows. Additionally, the cabinet directed 
NCAA staff to review a March 2022 official interpretation impacting the application of the 
notification of transfer rules when student-athlete transfers without any athletics recruiting 
activities.  

 
In addition, the cabinet charged the Football Oversight Committees and NCAA Division I 
Academics and Eligibility Committee to review the impact of the new football notification 
of transfer window on quarter schools and postgraduate students and providing an update 
or concepts to consider during the next cabinet meeting. 

 
3. Proposal No. 2025-19 Recruiting – Tryouts and Sports Camps and Clinics – Definition 

of Prospective Student-Athlete – Men’s Basketball. The Division I Men’s Basketball 
Oversight Committee adopted, and the cabinet took no action on Proposal No. 2025-19, 
which is now considered adopted and final. The proposal changes the definition of a 
prospective student-athlete in men’s basketball, for tryouts and sports camps and clinics, 
to an individual who has begun classes for the ninth grade. The proposal is effective 
immediately. 
 

4. Review of NCAA Division I Decision-Making Working Group Referrals. The cabinet 
reviewed the referrals made to the cabinet by the Decision-Making Working Group in its 
final report. The cabinet discussed whether standardized committee nomination and 
appointment processes should be developed and instituted for conferences and 
subdivisions and charged the NCAA staff with developing best practices for committee the 
nomination and appointment processes. Additionally, the cabinet reviewed the current 
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pilot legislative processes and discussed the referral to develop permanent legislative 
processes and the meeting cadence for the revised governance structure. The cabinet 
agreed that a subgroup of cabinet members should be formed to perform the work of 
additional review and development of models for the cabinet to consider. The cabinet 
charged the NCAA staff to solicit interest from cabinet members to serve on the subgroup 
and to develop plans for completing the necessary work. 

 
5. Update to the 2025-26 Division I Legislative Year – April Legislative Cycle. The cabinet 

added a fourth legislative cycle to the Division I 2025-26 legislative year that will conclude 
with the cabinet’s April 14-15, 2026, meeting. The NCAA staff will prepare and 
communicate the deadlines associated with the new April cycle. 

 
6. Update and Discussion of National Division I and Association-Wide Issues. The cabinet 

received an update from NCAA President Charlie Baker and NCAA staff on current 
litigation, the House settlement and congressional engagement.  

 
7. Cabinet Orientation and Review of Policies and Procedures. The cabinet received an 

orientation from the staff and reviewed a draft of the cabinet and sports oversight 
committees’ policies and procedures. 

 
8. Change of the Cabinet Name. The cabinet changed its name from the NCAA Division I 

Administrative Committee to the NCAA Division I Cabinet. 
 
9. Report from the NCAA Division I Student-Athlete Advisory Committee. The cabinet 

received a report from the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee. 
 
10. Report of the September Administrative Committee Meeting. The cabinet approved the 

report of its September 17 meeting.  
 
 
 
Committee Chair: Josh Whitman, University of Illinois; Big Ten Conference 
Committee Liaisons: Brandy Hataway, Division I Governance and Member Services 
 Charnele Kemper, Division I Governance and Member Services 

Leeland Zeller, Division I Governance and Member Services 
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NCAA Division I Cabinet Meeting 
October 7-8, 2025 

Attendees: 

Lauren Beach, Fairfield University, Division I Student-Athlete Advisory Committee. 

Matt Boyer, Southeastern Conference. 

Pam Bruzina, University of Missouri, Columbia; FARA (alternate). 

Dan Butterly, Big West Conference. 

Brad Corbin, Washington State University; Pac-12 Conference. 

John Currie, Wake Forest University; Atlantic Coast Conference. 

Jeremiah Donati, University of South Carolina; Southeastern Conference. 

Terry Gawlik, University of Idaho; Big Sky Conference. 

Rick George, University of Colorado; Big 12 Conference. 

Shawn Heilbron, Stony Brook University; Coastal Athletic Association. 

Brad Hurlbut, Fairleigh Dickinson University; Northeast Conference. 

Jenna Jordan, Georgia Institute of Technology; Atlantic Coast Conference. 

Daniel Kaelin, University of Virginia, Division I Student-Athlete Advisory Committee. 

Matt Larsen, North Dakota State University; Summit League. 

Scott McKenzie, Division I Student-Athlete Advisory Committee. 

Desiree Reed-Francois, University of Arizona; Big 12 Conference. 

Allison Rich, University of New Hampshire; America East Conference. 

Caemon Scott, University of Louisiana, Lafayette, Division I Student-Athlete Advisory Committee 
(alternate). 

Jennifer Smith, Michigan State University; Big Ten Conference. 

John Steinbrecher, Mid-American Conference. 

Josh Whitman, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign; Big Ten Conference. 

Absentees: 

Alisse Ali-Joseph, Faculty Athletics Representative Association. 

Guests in Attendance:  

Josh Brooks, University of Georgia, Division I Football Bowl Subdivision Oversight Committee 
vice chair  

Shamaree Brown, Iowa State University, NCAA Pathway Program participant. 

Niesha Campbell, Marshall University, NCAA Pathway Program participant. 

Rick Canter, Jacksonville University, NCAA Pathway Program participant. 

Emily Fulton, Virginia Military Institute, NCAA Pathway Program participant. 

Brittney Johnson, Florida A&M University, NCAA Pathway Program participant. 

D’Ann Keller, University of Buffalo, NCAA Pathway Program participant. 

Kevin Kendrick, Florida International University, NCAA Pathway Program participant. 

Ariel Pesante, Georgetown University, NCAA Pathway Program participant. 

Davon Robb, Rice University, NCAA Pathway Program participant. 

Lori Williams, Louisiana State University, NCAA Pathway Program participant. 

Abby Wilson, University of Central Florida, NCAA Pathway Program participant. 

NCAA Staff Liaisons in Attendance: 
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NCAA Division I Cabinet Meeting 
October 7-8, 2025 

Audrey Capannari, Emily Capehart, Brandy Hataway, Charnele Kemper, Karen Metzger, Shelby 
Sonnefeldt, and Leeland Zeller. 

Other NCAA Staff Members in Attendance for Portions of the Meeting:  

Charlie Baker, Scott Bearby, Geoff Bentzel, Tim Buckley, Dawn Buth, Amanda Conklin, Derrick 
Crawford, Jon Duncan, Michele Forte-Osborne, Jenn Fraser, Dan Gavitt, Ty Halpin, Jennifer 
Henderson, Lynn Holzman, Chris Johnson, Haydyn Makins, Jobrina Marques, Greg Pottorff, Kris 
Richardson, Bridget Rigney, Anne Rohlman, Rachel Seewald, Geoff Silver, Liz Suscha, Lynda 
Tealer, Jerry Vaughn, Carey Wheelhouse, Meghan Wright, and Quintin Wright. 
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Atlantic Coast Conference -- J. Jordan FBSA 2.75 Y Y Y Y Y Y N

Atlantic Coast Conference -- J. Currie FBSA 2.75 Y Y Y Y Y Y N

Big 12 Conference -- R. George FBSA 2.75 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Big 12 Conference -- D. Reed-Francios FBSA 2.75 Y Y Y Y Y N N

Big Ten Conference -- J. Whitman FBSA 2.75 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Big Ten Conference -- J. Smith FBSA 2.75 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Southeastern Conference -- J. Donati FBSA 2.75 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Southeastern Conference -- M. Boyer FBSA 2.75 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

FBS NA Conferences -- J. Steinbrecher FBSNA 1 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

FBS NA Conferences -- B. Corbin FBSNA 1 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

FCS Conferences -- T. Gawlik FCS 1 Y Y Y Y Y N N

FCS Conferences -- S. Heilbron FCS 1 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

FCS Conferences -- B. Hurlbut FCS 1 Y Y Y Y Y N N

Division I Subdivision -- D. Butterly DI 1 Y Y Y N N

Division I Subdivision -- M. Larsen DI 1 Y Y Y Y Y

Division I Subdivision -- A. Rich DI 1 Y Y Y Y Y

FARA -- P. Bruzina (alternate) 1 Y Y Y Y N

SAAC -- S. McKenzie 1 Y Y Y Y Y

WBB SA - L. Beach 1 Y Y Y Y Y

FB SA -- D. Kaelin 1 Y Y Y Y Y

24 24 3 3 34 34 34 28 22

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 12

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

24 24 3 3 34 34 34 34 34

A = Autonomy; NA = FBS Nonautonomy 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 83.1% 64.0%

A

P

P

R

O

V

E

D

Total

Y Percent

Yes/Adopt (Y)

No/Defeat (N)

Abstain (A)

No Vote Cast (Blank)


	DI Cabinet Report October 7-8 2025
	Attachment -- October 7-8 2025 Voting Results


