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KEY ITEM. 
 
• Age-Based Collegiate Eligibility Model. The NCAA Division I Cabinet discussed the Age-

Based Collegiate Eligibility Model and stakeholder feedback, including the application of 
the model, timing of implementation, exceptions, additional academic considerations and 
the timeline for action.  

 
a. Review of Alternative Model. The cabinet discussed stakeholder feedback 

recommending an alternative to the age-based collegiate eligibility model that 
would remove the high school graduation criterion for beginning the five-year 
period of eligibility. The cabinet continues to support the model that includes the 
actual or expected high school graduation criterion initiating the start of a student-
athlete’s five-year period of eligibility. 

 
b. Timing of Implementation. The cabinet supports full implementation of the age-

based collegiate eligibility model beginning fall 2027. As previously shared in the 
NCAA Division I Board of Directors April 27, 2026, meeting report the model will 
not apply retroactively to student-athletes whose eligibility is or will be completed 
by spring 2026. Implementation scenarios of the age-based collegiate eligibility 
model for continuing and incoming student-athletes are set forth in the following 
chart: 

 

 Which eligibility model applies? 

Current student-athletes who initially enrolled full time at any collegiate institution (e.g., 
two-year, international, Division II/III) prior to the 2026-27 academic year. 

Student-athletes with eligibility remaining 
(time left in their period of eligibility and 
seasons of competition remaining). 

Either the current rules OR new age-based 
model, whichever is most beneficial to the 

student-athlete.  
 

*Any waivers (e.g., extensions, hardship 
waivers, delayed enrollment) for current 

student-athletes based on the current legislation 
must be submitted no later than July 31, 2026, 

and will not be available for competition or 
extenuating circumstances occurring beyond the 

2025-26 academic year. 
Student-athletes who exhausted eligibility 
in 2025-26 (no time left in their period of 
eligibility and no seasons of competition 
remaining). 

Current rules; no longer eligible. 

Student-athletes who used final season of 
competition during 2025-26 but have time 
remaining in their period of eligibility. 

Current rules; no longer eligible. 
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c. Exceptions. The cabinet continues to support exceptions that could pause a student-

athlete’s five-year period of eligibility for pregnancy, official religious missions and 
active-duty military service. A student-athlete who participates in organized 
competition (other than low-level or minimally organized competition) during an 
official religious mission or military service would not qualify for the exception. The 
cabinet will continue to discuss and refine the application of the exceptions during 
its June 5 videoconference. 

 
d. Additional Considerations. The cabinet discussed, but did not support, additional 

academic considerations for student-athletes who choose to enter Division I under 
the age-based collegiate eligibility model with fewer than five years of eligibility 
remaining.  
 

e. Anticipated Timing of Legislative Action. The cabinet plans to consider the age-
based collegiate eligibility model as emergency legislation during its June 23-24 
meeting. 

 
ACTION ITEMS. 
 
• None.  

 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS. 
 
• Report of the April 14-15 Cabinet Meeting. The cabinet approved the report of its April 

14-15 meeting. 

Prospective Student-Athletes Enrolling Full Time at any Collegiate Institution Fall 2026 
and Later. 

Prospective student-athletes who initially 
enroll full time at any collegiate institution 
in 2026-27. 

During the athletics certification process, the 
NCAA Eligibility Center would apply either 
current rules or the age-based model, 
whichever is most beneficial to the 
prospective student-athlete.  

 
*Athletics eligibility waivers (e.g., extensions, 
hardship waivers) will not be available for 
prospective student-athletes assessed under the 
current eligibility rules. 

Prospective student-athletes who initially 
enroll full time at any collegiate institution 
in 2027-28 or later. 

Age-based model only. 
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