REPORT OF THE
NCAA DIVISION I CABINET
JUNE 5, 2026, VIDEOCONFERENCE

KEY ITEM.

o Division I Age-Based Eligibility Model. The NCAA Division I Cabinet discussed the
Division I Age-Based Eligibility Model and stakeholder feedback, and made revisions and
clarifications related to the application and implementation of the model.

a. Adjusted Model. The cabinet reviewed and discussed stakeholder feedback from the
men’s basketball and men’s ice hockey communities and the U.S. national service
academies recommending an adjustment to the age-based collegiate eligibility
model. Based on the recommendation, the cabinet removed a student-athlete’s
actual or expected high school graduation as a criterion for the start of the five-year
period of eligibility. Pursuant to the adjusted model, a student-athlete’s five-year
period of eligibility would start with the regular academic term of initial full-time
enrollment at any collegiate institution or at the beginning of the academic year
immediately following the student-athlete’s 19™ birthday, whichever occurs first.
Updated implementation scenarios of the Division I Age-Based Eligibility Model for
continuing and incoming student-athletes are set forth in the following chart:

‘ Which eligibility model applies?
Current student-athletes who initially enrolled full time at any collegiate institution
(e.g., two-year, international, Division II/III) prior to the 2026-27 academic year.

Either the current rules OR new age-based model,
whichever is most beneficial to the student-athlete.

Student-athletes with eligibility *Any waivers (e.g., extensions, hardship waivers,
remaining (time left in their period delayed enrollment) for current student-athletes based
of eligibility and seasons of on the current legislation must be submitted no later
competition remaining). than July 31, 2026, and will not be available for

competition or extenuating circumstances occurring
beyond the 2025-26 academic year.

Student-athletes who exhausted
eligibility in 2025-26 (no time left in
their period of eligibility and no
seasons of competition remaining).
Student-athletes who used final
season of competition during 2025-
26 but have time remaining in their
period of eligibility.

Current rules; no longer eligible.

Current rules; no longer eligible.
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Prospective Student-Athletes Enrolling Full Time at any Collegiate Institution Fall 2026 and

Later.

Prospective student-athletes who
initially enroll full time at any
collegiate institution in 2026-27.

Either the current rules OR new age-based model,
whichever is most beneficial to the student-athlete.
*Delayed enrollment waivers for prospective student-
athletes initially enrolling at a Division I institution during
the 2026-27 academic year must be filed within 30
calendar days of the prospective student-athlete’s final
athletics certification decision. For prospective student-
athletes who received their final athletics certification prior
to July 1, 2026, any delayed enrollment waivers must be
submitted no later than July 31, 2026.

**Athletics eligibility waivers (e.g., extensions, hardship
waivers) will not be available for prospective student-
athletes assessed under the current eligibility rules.

later.

Prospective student-athletes who
initially enroll full time at any
collegiate institution in 2027-28 or

Age-based model only.

Waiver Submission Deadline. The cabinet confirmed the July 31, 2026, deadline to
submit eligibility waivers (e.g., season of competition, extension, delayed
enrollment) for current student-athletes based on circumstances that impacted the
student-athlete during or before the 2025-26 academic year. The cabinet
determined that delayed enrollment waivers for prospective student-athletes for the
2026-27 academic year must be submitted within 30 days of the prospective
student-athlete’s final athletics certification.

Administration of the Period of Eligibility. The NCAA Eligibility Center will
administer the certification of an individual’s period of eligibility, including
legislated exceptions. The NCAA Division I Athletics Eligibility Subcommittee will
make determinations of facts in situations in which the facts upon which a
certification is based are in dispute.

Preenrollment Professional Participation. The cabinet discussed issues related to
preenrollment professional participation and will continue discussions during its
June 23-24, 2026, meeting.

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS.

Report of the May 22 Cabinet Meeting. The cabinet approved the report of its May 22
meeting.
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