
Division I Wrestling 
Championship Webinar



Agenda
• Selection Process Updates
• Travel Policy
• Team Registration Portal
• Event Direct Registration
• Schedule
• Saint Patrick’s Day
• All-Americans
•On-site Operations



Selections
• 2025-26 Qualifier Allocation Criteria
• Selection Process 
• Participation at conference tournaments. 

• Automatic Qualifier (AQ) to weight class champions. 
• Pre-allocation spots.
• Replacement would have met pre-allocation criteria. 

• At-large consideration.
• Must participate in TWO countable matches for at-large consideration.
• Must meet or exceed any TWO of the selection criteria.

https://ncaaorg.s3.amazonaws.com/championships/sports/wrestling/d1/men/2025-26D1MWR_QualifierAllocationCriteria.pdf
https://ncaaorg.s3.amazonaws.com/championships/sports/wrestling/d1/men/2025-26D1MWR_QualifierAllocationCriteria.pdf
https://ncaaorg.s3.amazonaws.com/championships/sports/wrestling/d1/men/2025-26D1MWR_QualifierAllocationCriteria.pdf
https://ncaaorg.s3.amazonaws.com/championships/sports/wrestling/d1/men/2025-26D1MWR_QualifierAllocationCriteria.pdf
https://ncaaorg.s3.amazonaws.com/championships/sports/wrestling/d1/men/2025-26D1MWR_SelectionPhases.pdf
https://ncaaorg.s3.amazonaws.com/championships/sports/wrestling/d1/men/2025-26D1MWR_SelectionPhases.pdf


At-large consideration
• Wrestler must have at least two countable matches (must count 

towards the wrestler’s overall record on the individual season record 
form) in his respective conference tournament to be considered for at-
large selection. 

• Examples of two countable matches include: 
• two completed matches, 
• one completed match and an injury default/medical forfeit, 
• or two injury defaults. 



At-large standards
• .700 Win% (versus DI opponents at respective weight class)
• Top 33 RPI
• Top 33 Coaches Ranking
• .700 Win% against all competition
• One win against a wrestler receiving automatic qualification via an earned 

position (pre-allocated).
• Conference placement within one place of the number of pre-allocated 

positions awarded to the respective conference in that weight class.
• Earned pre-allocated spot for the conference. (2026)



Travel Policy
• All air travel MUST be booked through Short’s Travel to be eligible for 

reimbursement from the NCAA.

• 866-655-9215 is the number for Short’s Travel.

• Travel Policies  
 
• Should plan to arrive on Tuesday. 

https://ncaaorg.s3.amazonaws.com/championships/resources/travel/2025-26D1Champs_TravelPolicies.pdf
https://ncaaorg.s3.amazonaws.com/championships/resources/travel/2025-26D1Champs_TravelPolicies.pdf


Team registration
• Hotel room allocaEon formula
• Hotel property assignments
• Hotel payment and reimbursement policy
• CredenEal policy



Team Registration Portal



Hotel Property Assignments



Credentials





EVENT DIRECT
NCAA EventDirect application can be found in both the Apple App and Google Play store.
NCAA EventDirect Website’s QR Code to register online.

QR Code to 
NCAA 
EventDirect 
Website



PRE-CHAMPIONSHIPS SCHEDULE
Date Event Time (ET) Location
3/17/26 Team Registration Noon – 9 p.m. East Food Court – Rocket 

Arena 

3/17/26 Practice Mats Open 3 p.m. – 9 p.m. Rocket Arena

3/18/26 Team Registration 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. East Food Court – Rocket 
Arena 

3/18/26 Merchandise Sales 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Concourse – Portal 7

3/18/26 Assigned Team Practices 9 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. Rocket Arena

3/18/26 Selected Student-Athletes Press 
Conference

1 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Lower press area

3/18/26 Selected Coaches Press 
Conference

1:30 p.m. – 2 p.m. Lower press area

3/18/26 Medical Skin Checks 3 p.m. Athletic training area

3/18/26 Coaches/Administrative Meeting 6 p.m. Virtual



Saint Patrick’s Day
• Parade downtown starts Tuesday at 1 p.m.
• Consult participant manual for road closures.



All-Americans
• There will be no parade this year due to needing to start wrestling at 6:30 

p.m.
• There will be a reception with food and beverages for the All-Americans in 

the Hipp room on the lower lever prior to the start of the session.
• Even though there is not a parade we do need them back prior to the start 

of the session so we can make sure they are accounted for and they know 
where they need to be and when.



Van Parking
PERSONAL VEHICLES & 
15-PASSENGER VANS 
(MAX HEIGHT 9’6”)



Bus Parking

BUSES & OVERSIZED 
VEHICLES (HEIGHT GREATER 
THAN 9’6”)
EVERYONE ON BUS MUST 
HAVE A CREDENTIAL.



Rocket Arena



IMPORTANT DATES/TIMES
Update starters and notes in OPC System by 7:59 a.m. Eastern time, Monday, March 9.
Wrestling committee begins selections and seeding on Monday, March 9 at 5 p.m. Eastern time.
Release of all 330 wrestlers on Tuesday, March 10 (TBD).
NCAA selection show 8 p.m. Wednesday, March 11.
Team registration is due Thursday, March 12, Noon ET.
Elite 90 Award nominations Nomination Form is due by noon Eastern time, Friday, March 13.
Mandatory coaches meeting (Virtual) Wednesday, March 18 at 6 p.m. 

https://form.asana.com/?k=I9685IcXrPaIdNIhbsYYAA&d=423035819881730
https://form.asana.com/?k=I9685IcXrPaIdNIhbsYYAA&d=423035819881730


MEDIA REQUIREMENTS
• Pre championships press conference on Wednesday.

• Selected coaches and wrestlers.
• Selected head coaches from press conference to also take part in 

NCAA promotional interview (if asked).
• Quarterfinal winners in session 3 to mix zone.
• Semifinal winner’s press conferences on Friday evening.
• 3rd, 5th, 7th place winners Saturday morning (mixed zone).
• Head coach of national championship Saturday night. (press 

conference).
• Individual national champions Saturday night (press conference).



VALUABLE RESOURCES
• Division I Wrestling - NCAA.org
• Participant Manual will be posted Friday morning. 
• 2025-26 Team Registration Link
• NCAA college wrestling home | NCAA.com

https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2013/10/23/division-i-wrestling.aspx
https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2013/10/23/division-i-wrestling.aspx
https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2013/10/23/division-i-wrestling.aspx
https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2013/10/23/division-i-wrestling.aspx
https://go.planningpoint.net/Registration/NO2026DIMWRESTLINGCLEVELAND
https://go.planningpoint.net/Registration/NO2026DIMWRESTLINGCLEVELAND
https://go.planningpoint.net/Registration/NO2026DIMWRESTLINGCLEVELAND
https://go.planningpoint.net/Registration/NO2026DIMWRESTLINGCLEVELAND
https://www.ncaa.com/sports/wrestling/d1
https://www.ncaa.com/sports/wrestling/d1


Mark Bedics
317-966-6762

mbedics@ncaa.org


