
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

February 28, 2025 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
TO: NCAA Women’s Volleyball Conference Commissioners, Directors of Athletics and Head 

Coaches. 
 
FROM: Keylor Chan, chair 
  NCAA Women’s Volleyball Rules Committee 
 
  Julie Voeck, secretary-rules editor 
  NCAA Women’s Volleyball Rules Committee. 
 
SUBJECT:  NCAA Women’s Volleyball Playing Rules Experimental Rules. 
 
In an effort to obtain data and feedback, the NCAA Women’s Volleyball Rules Committee is 
allowing institutions and conferences to experiment with two experimental rules – one for spring 
2025 matches and one for the 2025 fall season. As a note, the fall 2025 experimental rule is only 
permitted during conference play.  
 
Spring 2025 Experimental Rule:  To allow teams to use balls with non-smooth covers 
(men’s/international volleyball) during spring matches. This ball is not permissible for the 2025 
fall season. This is the second year that the rules committee has allowed a textured ball to be used 
during spring games. 
Data Collection: Submit qualitative feedback regarding the textured ball to Rachel Seewald 
(rseewald@ncaa.org) by May 2, 2025.  
 
Fall 2025 Experimental Rule:  To allow the head coach to request a challenge by forming a “C” 
(see below) with either hand instead of holding up the green challenge card. The rationale is to 
expedite the challenge review request process, eliminate the issue of missing cards or cards slipping 
through the score table padding, and to eliminate unnecessary and unsporting interactions 
between coaches and referees. This experimental rule is for conference matches only. 

 
 
Data Collection: 1) Challenges with referees observing the “C”; 2) Number of unsporting 
interactions associated with challenge requests; and 3) General feedback on coach and/or referee 
experience. 
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Any conference interested in experimenting with the challenge review experimental rule must 
submit the request in writing to Rachel Seewald (rseewald@ncaa.org) prior to the 2025 fall season. 
Conferences granted permission to experiment are required to collect the data above and submit 
it to the rules committee by December 10, 2025.  
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Rachel Seewald (rseewald@ncaa.org).   
 
KC/JV:rs 
 
cc: Conference Women’s Volleyball Administrators 
 Conference Women’s Volleyball Coordinators 
 NCAA Women’s Volleyball Rules Committee 
 Selected NCAA Staff Members 
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