REPORT OF THE
NCAA DIVISION I SOFTBALL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
MARCH 2, 2026, VIDEOCONFERENCE

ACTION ITEMS.

¢ None.

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS.

1. Playing rules — Commercial Logos — Playing Surfaces Rules 2.14, 2.17, 2.20, 2.24 and
2.30). The committee approved a rules change proposal from the NCAA Division I Softball
Rules Subcommittee to permit commercial or nonprofit logos on the field that conform to the
following standards: (1) Four logos are permitted in foul territory; (2) Two logos are permitted
in the outfield and may not exceed 10 feet by 10 feet or 100 square feet; (3) The primary color
of logos must contrast the color of the ball; and (4) Logos may not interfere with required field
markings. This change is effective Aug. 1, 2026.

2. Legislative Items.

a. Review of Proposal No. 2026-8 - Playing and Practice Seasons - Foreign Tour — Time
Lapse Between Tours — Basketball — Once per Year. In preparation for the Cabinet’s April
14-15 review of Proposal No. 2026-8 (Playing and Practice Seasons — Foreign Tour — Time
Lapse Between Tours — Basketball — Once per Year), which would eliminate the once-in-
four-years timing limitation and permit an institution to take a foreign tour once per year,
the committee discussed whether the proposal should apply to softball. The committee
generally supports this proposal; however, the committee acknowledges that it may not be
really impactful in softball.

b. Blanket waiver — countable coach limit. The committee discussed the approval of a
blanket waiver to permit any institutional staff member to provide technical and tactical
instruction to a softball student-athlete through the conclusion of the 2026 NCAA Division
I Women’s College World Series. The blanket waiver does not change the legislation that
permits an institution to designate a maximum of four softball coaches to recruit off
campus.

c. Definition of prospective student-athlete — softball.

(1) Action. The NCAA Division I Softball Oversight Committee introduced legislation into
the June 2026 legislative cycle to modify the recruiting legislation to reflect that in
softball, the phrase "prospective student-athlete" shall include any individual who has
started classes for the ninth grade and is not enrolled in the member institution at the
time of the practice or test therein described.

(2) Effective date. Immediate.
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d.

e.

(3) Rationale. Moving the timing back that prospective student-athlete status is triggered
creates more on campus opportunities for seventh and eighth graders to attend camps
and clinics throughout the year, increases goodwill and instructional opportunities for
more youth within school’s communities, and is consistent with most other sports.

(4) Estimated budget impact. None.

(5) Student-athlete impact. None.

Recruiting contact - first permissible date - softball.

(1) Action. The NCAA Division I Softball Oversight Committee introduced legislation into
the June 2026 legislative cycle to modify the recruiting legislation to establish 1 p.m.
Central time as the first permissible contact time for recruiting activities on the first
permissible contact date for softball prospective student-athletes.

(2) Effective date. August 1, 2026.

(3) Rationale. Current softball legislation does not set a first permissible contact time on
the first permissible contact date. Establishing a uniform start time will prohibit
midnight calls and initial recruiting contact throughout the night and dawn and benefit

prospective student-athletes, their families and coaches.

(4) Estimated budget impact. None.

(5) Student-athlete impact. Eliminate middle of night and early morning phone calls.

Countable coach limit — softball.

(1) Action. The NCAA Division I Softball Oversight Committee introduced legislation into
the June 2026 legislative cycle to modify the personnel legislation to permit any
institutional staff member to provide technical and tactical instruction to softball
student-athletes.

(2) Effective date. Immediate.

(3) Rationale. Determining which institutional staff members can provide instruction to
student-athletes during practice/competition should be a local-level decision. This
legislation does not change the limit on the number of off-campus recruiters or allow
institutions to hire individuals outside the institution to provide coaching instruction.
This legislation is consistent with the personnel blanket waiver approved for 2026
season.
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(4) Estimated budget impact. None.

(5) Student-athlete impact. This proposal allows institutions to make local-level decisions
about how many staff members should support student-athletes during practice and
competition.

f. Notification-of-transfer windows. The committee discussed adjustment of notification-
of-transfer windows but did not yet act on the concept. The committee will continue to
discuss this concept in the near future.

3. Four-day regional format. The championship subcommittee will provide feedback to the full
oversight committee after discussions this spring.

4. Championships subcommittee schedule. NCAA staff reviewed the upcoming schedule of
ranking webinars and regional advisory committee and national ranking calls with the
championship subcommittee members.

5. Report approval. The committee approved its Jan. 8 meeting report.

Committee Chair:  Natalie Gonzalez Honnen, Clemson University, Atlantic Coast Conference
Staff Liaisons: John Bugner, Championships and Alliances

Jennifer Samble, Governance and Member Services

Liz Turner Suscha, Championships and Alliances

Kelly Whitaker, Championships and Alliances

NCAA Division I Softball Oversight Committee
March 2, 2026, Videoconference

Attendees

Tara Brooks, University of Tennessee, Knoxville; Southeastern Conference.

Carol Bruggeman, National Fastpitch Coaches Association.

Alexis DeBoer, University of Washington.

Tiffany Edlin, Long Beach State University.

Ella Emmert, University of Kentucky.

Natalie Gonzalez Honnen, Clemson University; Atlantic Coast Conference.

Jessica Leger, University of Louisiana at Lafayette; Sun Belt Conference.

Jesse Martin, Oklahoma State University; Big 12 Conference.

Stacy Martin, Winthrop University.

Steve McCown, National Coordinator of Officials.

Paige Sayler, Central Michigan University.

Kevin Saal, Wichita State University; American Conference.
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Gina Stoll, Western Kentucky University; Conference USA.

Vickie Van Kleeck, Secretary-Rules Editor.

Holly Van Vlymen, South Dakota State University.

Jane Wagner, Northwestern University; Big Ten Conference.

Absentees:

Jaysoni Beachum, Florida State University.

Guests in Attendance:

None.

NCAA Staff Liaisons in Attendance:

John Bugner, Jennifer Samble and Liz Turner Suscha.

Other NCAA Staff Members in Attendance:

Sami Bogenschutz, Ashlee Follis, Brandy Hataway, Natalie Steger and Liz Wacienga.
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