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2020-21 NCAA Rifle Rules Modifications 
Updated: June 1, 2020 

 
The following modifications have been approved by the NCAA Men’s and Women’s Rifle Committee.  
All NCAA Smallbore Rifle and Air Rifle competitions shall be governed by USA Shooting rules 
and regulations unless modified by this document.   
 
USA Shooting Rules – Effective date September 1, 2020, shall be used for the entire NCAA rifle season, 
including the championships.   
 
Please note:  

- any reference in the USA Shooting Rules to 50 m rifle shall be applied to 50 foot rifle for NCAA 
purposes. 
 

- “Counter” or “Counted” shall refer to student-athletes whose performance is designated to count 
towards the calculation of their teams score for a match (maximum of five counters). 
 

- “Non-Counter” or “Non-Counted” shall refer to student-athlete(s) who compete at a match but 
are not designated to have their performance count towards the calculation of their team score 
for a match. 
 

- “Squadded” shall refer to the assignment or placement of a student-athlete at/in a particular firing 
point, target, relay, etc. 

 
1. NCAA intercollegiate competition shall be conducted on 50 foot and 10 meter indoor ranges. 
 
2. Contests.  As prescribed by Bylaws 17.02.3 and 17.02.4, a countable contest for a member 

institution or an individual student-athlete representing a member institution is any contest by that 
institution against an outside team in that sport, unless otherwise exempted in Bylaw 17.  A team 
countable rifle contest (“match”) consists of a minimum four “counter” (i.e., one of the countable 
scores for team competition) team members in shoulder-to-shoulder competition between two 
intercollegiate institutions. 
 
During the regular season “non-counter” (i.e., not one of the countable scores for team competition) 
team members are exempt from the shoulder-to-shoulder requirement.   
 
For matches shot during the NCAA Qualifier weekend all scores entered into the score reporting 
system will be used for selection to the NCAA Championships and must be shot shoulder-to-
shoulder.  See section 3.b below. 
 

3. Standard Match Format.  The standard match format shall consist of the USA Shooting 60-shot 
3x20 smallbore and 60-shot air rifle with no more than one hour between disciplines. If possible, 
the order of each relay shall be smallbore first, followed by air rifle.  
 
The intent of this rule modification is for teams to compete in true, shoulder-to-shoulder matches.  
Exceptions are permissible to accomodate range space, but match organizers will strive to maitain 



the integrity of shoulder-to-shoulder comettition,  ensuring equal representation/participation from 
both or multiple teams at all phases of the match. 
 
a. Regular Season Matches  Every attempt should be made to comply with the standard match 

format and the following guidelines: 
 
(1) “Counter” student-athletes should be squadded equally among all teams participating 

on each relay.  
(a) 3 teams can be (abc / abc) or (ab / ac) 
(b) 4 teams (abcd / abcd or ab / cd) 

(2) “Non-counter” student-athletes can shoot any time on any point available, provided 
“counter” student-athletes are sufficiently represented on each relay. 

(3) Disciplines (SB/AR) may be shot in any order and individuals can shoot SB/AR in any 
order, counter or non-counter.  See section 3.a.(7) below. 

(4) Multi-day matches may follow the NCAA Championships format of SB on Day 1, AR 
on Day 2. 

(5) Ranges under ten points total, or permanently split ranges under ten points for each gun, 
are exempt from the Standard Match Format rules for regular season matches. 

(6) “Counter” student-athlete(s) may not be squadded without an opposing “counter” 
student-athlete(s) on the firing line.  

(7) Any deviation from the Standard Match Format shall be agreed upon in writing by the 
head coaches of each institution participating at least one week prior to the scheduled 
start of the match. If head coaches cannot agree on a deviaton, they must follow the 
Standard Match Format as written.  
 

b. NCAA Qualifier Matches  All designated NCAA Qualifier matches shall use the Standard 
Match Format.  Additionally, the following protocols will be required for all NCAA Qualifier 
matches: 

 
The range facility and the number of firing points used for the NCAA qualifier shall be 
divided equally for the institutions that are participating. If two teams are competing, the 
number of firing points shall be divided equally 50%-50% (i.e. Range has a total of 12 firing 
points, each institution shall be designated six points per team). If more than two teams are 
participating, then each team would have an equal number of firing points per relay (i.e. 
Range has a total of 12 firing points and three teams competing, each team would have 4 
points per team). 

 
(1) The priority for squadding will be to "counter" student-athletes before "non-counter" 

student-athletes. "Counter" student-athletes will be squadded equally across the 
minimum number of relays possible.   

(2) If more than one relay is required to complete the team portion of the contest, each relay 
shall have an equal number of "counter" student-athletes from each institution 
competing shoulder-to-shoulder in each of those relays. If all "counter" student-athletes 
are squadded consistent with this rule, and space is available, "non-counter" athletes 
may be squadded in the available firing points. "Non-counter" student-athletes do not 
need to be squadded equally across the remaining relays.  The host institution retains 
the discretion to allocate extra firing points to the visiting institution to meet travel 
and/or lodging concerns. 



(3) All teams must submit the squadding plan and relay times to the rules interpreter and 
the NCAA championship manager by February 1 for NCAA qualifier weekend. Failure 
to submit by the deadline will result in a $400 fine. 

(4) Failure to follow the standard match format for the NCAA qualifier match will result 
in disqualification of all team and individual scores for the match (all scores will be 
recorded as zero). 

4. Teams.   
 

a. For regular season contests, including the NCAA Qualifier, teams may be composed of a 
minimum of four but not more than five shooters per discipline.   
 

b. For the NCAA championships, teams shall be composed of a minimum of four but not more 
than five shooters who shall shoot both smallbore and air rifle.   

 
c. Team members shall be designated before any team member starts firing in that discipline.  
 

5. NCAA Approved Electronic Targets.  For Air Rifle (10 meter) and Smallbore (50 feet), all 
NCAA competitions using electronic scoring targets shall comply with USA Shooting Rule 6.3.2 
and shall at a minimum be ISSF Phase I approved.  

 
6. Equipment.   

 
• The maximum weight for a complete smallbore rifle is eight kilograms. 
 

7. Injury.  In case of an injury to a competitor during a competition, a medical evaluation shall be 
conducted by a designated medical professional (i.e., doctor or athletic-trainer) and he/she shall 
make a decision of continued participation or medical disqualification. If, in the opinion of the 
medical professional, continued participation by the injured student-athlete may expose the 
student-athlete or others to a significantly enhanced risk of harm, the medical professional has the 
final decision regarding participation by the student-athlete.  If an injured or ill student-athlete 
receives a medical disqualification, he/she shall not be allowed to compete for the rest of the 
contest.  If the injured/ill student-athlete was one of the five “counter” student-athletes (for scoring 
purposes) the scores for the four remaining “counter” student-athletes from the team members will 
be added to establish the team score. 
 

8. Ties.    
 

a. For individual ties, see USA Shooting Rules 6.15. 
 

b. For discipline team events (i.e., smallbore or air rifle), ties shall be decided by the center 
count of the four “counter” student-athletes making up the counting score. If a tie remains, 
the score of the fifth “counter” student-athlete score shall break the tie. If the tie is still not 
broken, the center count of the fifth “counter” student-athletes shall break the tie.  If tie still 
remains the tie shall be broken by counting back the combined score in each ten shot series 
from your four counting scores beginning with the last series. 
 

c. For aggregate team scores, ties shall be first decided by the center count of the eight counting 
team scores. If a tie remains, the score of the fifth “counter” student-athletes from both 



disciplines shall break the tie. If the tie is still not broken, the center count of the fifth 
“counter” student-athletes from both disciplines shall break the tie. If tie still remains the tie 
shall be broken by counting back the combined score in each 10 shot series from your eight 
counting scores beginning with the last series. 

 
9. Apparel.  All student-athletes and coaches are permitted to wear institutionally issued warm-up 

apparel, khaki pants, slides, blue jeans or service academy-issued military uniforms in the 
designated field of play.  
 

10. Disabled Student-Athletes. The NCAA encourages participation by student-athletes with 
disabilities (physical or mental) in intercollegiate athletics and physical activities to the full extent 
of their interests and abilities. 
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Accommodations for Student-Athletes with Disabilities 
 

The NCAA encourages participation by student-athletes with disabilities (physical or mental) in 
intercollegiate athletics and physical activities to the full extent of their interests and abilities.  An NCAA 
member institution will have the right to seek, on behalf of any student-athlete with a disability 
participating on the member’s team, a reasonable modification or accommodation of a playing rule, 
provided that the modification or accommodation would not: 
 
1. Compromise the safety of, or increase the risk of injury to, any other student-athlete; 
2. Change an essential element that would fundamentally alter the nature of the game; or  
3. Provide the student-athlete an unfair advantage over the other competitors.   

 
To request any such modification or accommodation, the member’s director of athletics, or his/her 
designee, must submit a rule waiver request, in writing, to the secretary-rules editor.  Such written 
request should describe: 
 
a. The playing rule from which relief is sought;  
b. The nature of the proposed modification or accommodation;  
c. The nature of the student-athlete’s disability and basis for modification or accommodation; and  
d. The proposed duration of the requested modification or accommodation.   
 
Additionally, each request should be accompanied by documentation evidencing the student-athlete’s 
disability (e.g., a medical professional’s letter). Upon receipt of a complete waiver request, the secretary-
rules editor will consult with NCAA staff, the applicable sport/rules committee, other sport governing 
bodies, and/or outside experts, to conduct an individual inquiry as to whether the requested modification 
or accommodation can be made. In making this assessment, the NCAA may request additional 
information from the member institution. The secretary-rules editor will communicate the decision in 
writing (which may be via email) to the requesting member institution. If the request is granted, the 
member institution should be prepared to provide the written decision to the officiating staff, opposing 
coach(es), and tournament director (if applicable) for each competition in which the student-athlete will 
participate. NCAA members are directed to consult Guideline 2P of the NCAA Sports Medicine 
Handbook for further considerations regarding participation by student-athletes with impairment.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


