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The NCAA Division I Women’s Lacrosse Committee is providing this information to outline key information. If you have any
questions regarding this information, please contact a member of the committee or Ryan Rea, Coordinator of championships and

alliances (phone: 317-440-6532; rrea@ncaa.org).

2025-26 NCAA Committee Members

Jennifer Pawlowski
Compliance Assistant/Head Coach
Gannon University

Atlantic Region

Dawn Sachs
Associate A.D./ SWA/Head Coach
Mercy University

East Region

Melissa Gyllenborg, chair
Head Coach
Maryville University of Saint Louis

Midwest Region

Akasha Kasper
Head Coach
University of Alabama in Huntsville

South Region

2025-26 Regional Advisory Committees

Atlantic

Jennifer Pawlowski, Gannon
Kristin Nicholson, Kutztown
Jenna Agostino, Tusculum

Erik Lemley, UVA Wise

David Pomeroy, Davis & Elkins
Carrie Sanders, Frostburg St.

East

Dawn Sachs, Mercy

Kerri Brace, D’Youville

Nicole Ham, Southern N.H

Ashley Snow, Saint Michael’s College
Rob Grella, Dominican (NY)

Denise Wisniewski, Chestnut Hill

Midwest

Melissa Gyllenborg, Maryville (MO)
Peyton Romig, Ulndy

Lindsey LeMay Majkrzak, Northern Michigan
Shelley Jarrard, Westminster

Ashley Delaney, Colorado Mesa

Jamie Halloran, GMAC

Pat Thatcher, Thomas More

South

Akasha Kasper, Alabama Huntsville
Silvia Beauzile, Lee

Molly Kopp, Belmont Abbey

Alex King, Mount Olive

Brittany Lamele, Eckerd

Kelly Gallagher, Tampa

Championship Updates

e 24-team bracket (6 per region).
e 12 conferences will receive automatic qualifiers for the
2026 championship.
o CACC, CC, ECC, GLVC, G-MAC, GSC,
MEC, NE10, PSAC, RMAC, SAC and
SSC.
e Bench size is capped at 50 for each institution during the
postseason.
e DII and DIII will have a joint championship in 2026 at
Tiger Stadium on the campus of Rochester Institute of
Technology in Rochester, New York.

Championship Selection Criteria

Bylaw 18.4.3 — Criteria for Selection of Participants. To
be considered for championship selection, a team must
satisfy all scheduling requirements as outlined by
championships policy in that sport (e.g., minimum number
of Division II or in-region contests). The following criteria
shall be employed by a governing sports committee in
selecting  participants for NCAA  championships
competition:

e Availability of student-athletes for NCAA
championships;
e Nullification;

Selection Criteria

Following confirmation of the availability of student-
athletes for NCAA championships and the application of any
nullification, the following required selection criteria shall
be applied in no particular order:

e Opverall Division II in-region winning percentage;
e  Opverall Division II winning percentage;



e Overall Division II strength of schedule (opponents’
average winning percentage and opponents’ opponents’
average winning percentage);

e Division II head-to-head competition; and

e Results versus Division Il common opponents.

In addition to Bylaw 18.4.3, the Division II Women’s
Lacrosse Committee has received approval from the
Division II Championships Committee to consider the
following criteria in the selection of at-large teams for the
Division IT Women’s Lacrosse Championship through 2027
(not necessarily in priority order):

e Division II results versus teams with .500 record or
better;

e  Performance Indicator (PI).

e Rating Percentage Index. (RPI).

Teams must play a minimum of 10 games in-region and have
a .500 record.

An institution desiring to participate in the championship
must complete all games before the final scheduled selection
call of the Women’s Lacrosse Committee.

Additionally, input is provided by regional advisory
committees for consideration by the women’s lacrosse
committee. Coaches’ polls and/or any other outside polls or
rankings are not used as a criterion by the women’s lacrosse
committee for selection purposes.

Future Dates and Sites

2026 Championship Dates

Selections: Sunday, May 3.
First and Second Thursday and Saturday, May 7 and
Rounds: 9

Quarterfinal Round:  Saturday, May 16.
Semifinals/Final: Thursday and Saturday, May 21
and 23.
Host: RIT/Visit Rochester.
2027 Championship Dates

Selections: Sunday, May 2.
First and Second Thursday and Saturday, May 9 and
Rounds: 8

Quarterfinal Rounds: Saturday, May 15

Semifinals/Final: Thursday and Saturday, May 20
and 22.
Host: Tampa Sports

Commission/University of Tampa.

2026 Bracket Format

May 7 &9
=  First and second round campus sites.

= Six teams at the host sites of the top seeds; games
played Thursday.

= Winners of the first-round play Saturday.

=  Winners of the second-round play in the quarterfinal
game the next weekend.

May 16
= Quarterfinal round campus sites.

May 21 & 23
= Semifinals and final at Tiger Stadium on the campus

of Rochester Institute of Technology.

Four Region Model

The region breakdown is as follows:

Atlantic Region
Mountain East Conference

Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference
South Atlantic Conference

East Region
Central Atlantic Collegiate Conference

East Coast Conference
Northeast-10 Conference

Midwest Region

Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference
Great Lakes Valley Conference

Great Midwest Athletic Conference

Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference

South Region
Conference Carolinas

Gulf South Conference
Sunshine State Conference

Annual Meeting

The national committee will meet in conjunction with the
championship. If you have topics that you would like the
committee to discuss, please forward them in writing to
Ryan Rea at the NCAA by May 12, 2026.
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