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WELCOME

Agenda includes questions and answers at the end.

• Provide conferences a review of the background check program
and provide an overview of access to background check reports.

Presenters

• Ben Brownlee (bbrownlee@ncaa.org), NCAA staff.

• Creed Healey (creedh@peopletrail.com), Peopletrail staff.

• Dave Yeast (Dave.Yeast@arbitersports.com), ArbiterSports staff.

mailto:bbrownlee@ncaa.org
mailto:creedh@peopletrail.com
mailto:Dave.Yeast@arbitersports.com


PROGRAM OVERVIEW
• Program will allow Divisions I, II and III conferences to access the

background check reports of officials who granted the NCAA
permission to conduct the background check through the
ArbiterSports Central Hub.

• Program is in addition to the Division I regular season officials
background check program for FBS football and men’s and
women’s basketball that includes a credit check (managed by
Sterling Volunteers).



PROGRAM OVERVIEW (CONTINUED)

• Program will include all sports with a Central Hub on ArbiterSports.

• Baseball
• Men’s Basketball
• Women’s Basketball
• Bowling
• Field Hockey
• Football
• Ice Hockey (m/w)

• Men’s Lacrosse
• Women’s Lacrosse
• Soccer (m/w)
• Softball
• Women’s Volleyball
• Water Polo (m/w)
• Wrestling



PROGRAM OVERVIEW (CONTINUED)

• Program will NOT include sports that do not have a Central Hub on
ArbiterSports.
• Cross Country (m/w)
• Fencing 
• Gymnastics (m/w)
• Rifle
• Skiing
• Swimming and Diving (m/w)
• Indoor Track and Field (m/w)

• Golf (m/w)
• Rowing 
• Tennis (m/w)
• Outdoor Track and Field (m/w) 
• Beach Volleyball
• Men’s Volleyball

• Long-term plan is to include these sports, but not in 2019-20.



PROGRAM OVERVIEW (CONTINUED)

• Background check reports will include all criminal offenses (e.g.
misdemeanors, felonies) reportable by the jurisdiction.

• Officials will be asked to designate a conference(s) that NCAA has
permission to share report with.

• NCAA will use the results of the background check report to assist
in the selection of officials for NCAA championships.



PROGRAM OVERVIEW (CONTINUED)

• An official will be automatically eliminated from working NCAA
championships if:
 The official does not grant permission for the NCAA to conduct

a background check.
 The official has been convicted of a felony within the past

seven (7) years,
 The official is listed on a national or state sex offender registry,

and
• At the NCAA’s discretion, background checks with a record outside

of the criteria above will be reviewed.



PROGRAM OVERVIEW (CONTINUED)

• It is suggested that conferences develop their own policy for
reviewing and handling background check reports.

• NCAA will have no role in deciding whether or how a conference
chooses to use the reports.

• Cost of the background check is included in the official’s
registration.



ARBITER ACCOUNT ACCESS

• Conferences must designate the specific user(s) who will have
access to the background check reports for each sport.

• Contact Dave Yeast at ArbiterSports to designate conference users.



ARBITERSPORTS FUNCTIONALITY
• Access to background check reports is currently available for

individuals designated on the conference account(s).
• Background checks will be processed daily following the Central Hub’s

opening date.
• Conferences should create filters to review background reports with

issues.
• The Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA) is the federal law that covers the

background check process.
• Conferences will need to provide pre-adverse letter to officials they

determine ineligible to officiate based on the results of the background
check.



































QUESTIONS



THANK YOU
Contact info: 

Ben Brownlee, NCAA Assistant Director of Championships, Playing Rules and Officiating
bbrownlee@ncaa.org
317-917-6944

Dave Yeast, ArbiterSports Vice President of Officiating Education
Dave.Yeast@arbitersports.com

Creed Healey, Peopletrail, LLC Vice President for Business Development
creedh@peopletrail.com

mailto:bbrownlee@ncaa.org
mailto:Dave.Yeast@arbitersports.com
mailto:creedh@peopletrail.com
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